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To provide drug court and criminal justice professionals 

with the resources needed to implement, enhance, and 

sustain evidence-based drug court programs and 

systems for nonviolent adult offenders and veterans with 

addictions.

This includes a focus on supporting tribal justice systems 

in developing tribal healing to wellness courts 

Program Goal



Court Model

Applicants have the flexibility to identify the most appropriate court model on which 

to base their drug courts to accommodate the needs and available resources of 

their jurisdictions,

so long as

the model conforms to NADCPôs 10 key components for drug courts. All adult drug 

courts must be operated based on the following BJA and National Association of 

Drug Court Professionals (NADCPs) publication: Defining Drug Courts: The Key 

Components, found at https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bja/205621.pdf

https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/bja/205621.pdf


FY DOJ Drug Court Appropriation

Adult Drug Courts Veterans Treatment Courts Total

2017 $ 43 MILLION $ 7 MILLION $ 50 MILLION

2018 $ 75 MILLION $20 MILLION $ 95 MILLION

2019 $ 77 MILLION $22 MILLION $ 99 MILLION

2020 $ 80 MILLION $23 MILLION $ 103 MILLION

2021 $ 83 MILLION $25 MILLION $108MILLION

DOJ Drug Court Appropriation



$83M for Adult Drug Courts and $25M for Veterans Treatment Courts, totaling $108M

Funding supports the following:

Å Adult Drug Court and Veterans Treatment Court Grant Programs ï
estimated grant awards based on appropriation amount (Projection FY21: 91 
awards)

Å National Drug Court Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) ïTTA 
support to all operational drug courts (priority to BJA funded drug courts)

Å National Drug Court Resource Center - serves as a clearinghouse for drug 
court resources

Å Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency PreventionïTransfer funds to 
support Family and Juvenile Treatment Courts

DOJ Drug Court Appropriation for FY21



BJA Drug Court Priorities

Å Serve high risk/high need participants 

Å Adhere to the 10 key components and the NADCP Drug Court 

Best Practice Standards 

Å Provide access to U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

approved Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT) 

Å Ensure equity and inclusion 

Å Engage law enforcement 

Å Support veterans and tribal communities

Å Demonstrate efforts to increase swift entry (50 days or less)



OJP Priority Areas

In FY 2021, and in addition to executing any statutory prioritization that may be 

applicable, OJP will give priority consideration to applications as follows:

¶ Applications that address specific challenges that rural communities face. 

¶ Applications that demonstrate that the individuals who are intended to 

benefit from the requested grant reside in high-poverty areas or persistent-

poverty counties.

¶ Applications that offer enhancements to public safety in economically 

distressed communities (Qualified Opportunity Zones).



Finding the BJA Drug Court RFP

BJA.gov WellnessCourts.org
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Why Should Tribes Apply?

Å RFP specifically references Tribal Healing to Wellness Courts (THWC).

Å BJA has made a commitment to support tribal applicants.

Å From 2018-2021 BJA made an average of 7 THWC awards as 
compared to an average of 2 between 2012-2017.  

Å More grant awards under general BJA Adult Drug Court and Veterans 
Treatment Court RFP than under any other drug court specific RFP 
(such as OJJDP and SAMHSA RFPs).

Å Peer reviewers will have substantial THWC specific knowledge.

Å BJA offers Tribal Specific Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) via 
itôs TTA partner the Tribal Law and Policy Institute. 



BJA Adult Drug Court:
Tribal Awards
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Application Deadlines

Important: Applications have two
deadlines. The first is in Grants.gov and 

the second is in JustGrants. 

Grants.gov deadline: March 3, 2021

JustGrants deadline: March 17, 2021

There will be two recordings of the solicitation 

webinars.  They will be made available on the 

following links:

Å https://ndcrc.org/solicitations/

Å http://wellnesscourts.org/events/

https://ndcrc.org/solicitations/
http://wellnesscourts.org/events/


Application Submission Webinar

5hWΩǎ JustGrantsteam is offering 10 webinar sessions on the application 
submission process.  Applicants should consider attending one of the sessions 
between February 11 ςaŀǊŎƘ ннΣ нлнмΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ aŜŎƘŀƴƛŎǎΥ 
{ǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿŜōƛƴŀǊ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΥ

ÅSteps to take prior to applying for funding
ÅHow to find open DOJ funding opportunities in Grants.gov
ÅHow to apply for funding using JustGrants
ÅThe JustGrantsroles and their responsibilities and required actions
ÅHow to navigate and use JustGrantsto submit your application
ÅWhere to find training materials, job aids, and other resources

Each session will be 90 minutes and contain the same content.



Eligibility

Ensure that your agency is eligible to apply.  This 

information is located on the first page of a solicitation.

For Categories 1-3, the following entities are eligible 

to apply: 

¶ State governments(including territories)

¶ City or township governments

¶ County governments

¶ Units of local government 

¶ Native American tribal governments (Federally 

recognized) 

¶ Other

on behalf of a single jurisdiction drug court or veterans 

treatment court.



Eligibility

An eligible applicant currently receiving federal funding for a part of its 

drug court program may apply; however, it will be ineligible if the 

request is for 

Å the same focus area and/or 

Å court type 

as its active federally funded drug court program. 

An eligible applicant may also apply to fund the same focus area and/or 

court type as a current grant if its end date is before the start date of 

this grant. 



Type of Courts

ADULT DRUG COURTS VETERANS TREATMENT 

COURTS (Type A & B)

TRIBAL HEALING TO 

WELLNESS COURTS
DUI/DWI & CO-

OCCURRING COURTS

Note: Tribal applicants may submit applications to support Tribal Veterans Healing to Wellness Courts.



Grant Categories

The FY 2021 ADC and VTC Discretionary 

Grant Program solicitation offers the following 

three grant categories for Tribes:

Category 1:  Implementation of Veterans 

Treatment Courts

Category 2: Enhancement of Veterans 

Treatment Courts

Category 3: Implementation and 

Enhancement of Adult Drug 

Court



GRANT CATGORIES

Category 1: Implementation of 

Veterans Treatment Courts. 

Funding supports the 

implementation of new Veterans 

Treatment Courts (VTCs).  

Å Grant maximum: $500,000

Å Period of performance: Up to 

48 months

Å Awards: 10

Allowable Use of Funds
ÅCompleted a substantial amount of planning 

and ready to implement

ÅAllowable Use of Funds

ÅTreatment

ÅCase management and coordination

ÅJudicial supervision

ÅSanctions and incentive services

ÅKey resources that reduce recidivism, 

such as

ÅTransitional housing

ÅRelapse prevention

ÅEmployment

ÅType A: only nonviolent offender

ÅType B: violent and nonviolent offenders



GRANT CATGORIES

Category 2: Veterans Treatment 

Courts. Funding supports the 

enhancement of existing VTCs.

Å Grant maximum: $500,000. 

Å Period of performance: Up to 

48 months 

Å Awards: 15

Allowable Use of Funds
ÅOperational veterans treatment courts

ÅAllowable Use of Funding:

o Scale up the capacity

o Enhance treatment capacity

o Enhance court operations

o Expand or enhance court 

services

o Improve the quality and/or 

intensity of services

ÅType A: only nonviolent offender

ÅType B: violent and nonviolent 

offenders



GRANT CATEGORIES

Category 3: Adult Drug Courts. 

Funding supports the 

implementation of new drug courts 

and/or enhancing drug courts. 

Å Grant maximum: $500,000

Å Period of performance: Up to 

48 months

Å Awards: 55 awards

Allowable Use of Funds

ñReady to Fully Implementò, an Adult Drug 

Court.  Meaning that you have completed a 

substantial amount of planning and are 

ready to implement an evidence-based drug 

court program.

ÅAllowable Use of Funding:

o Launch a drug court

o Scale up the capacity

o Provide access to or enhance 

treatment capacity

o Enhance court operations

o Expand or enhance court services

o Improve the quality and/or intensity of 

services



Grant Requirement

The focus of the ADC and VTC 

Discretionary Grant Program is to 

reduce opioid, stimulant, and 

substance abuse. In the 

Proposal Narrative, all 

applicants are required to 

describe a plan to serve 

offenders with substance 

addictions.  

Summary of the CARA Act-

Å Improved Awareness

Å Make Naloxone available to Law Enforcement

Å Invest in resources to identify imprisoned 

individual suffering from addiction

Å Strengthen Prescription Drug Monitoring 

Programs

Å Launce Evidence-based Treatment and 

Intervention Programs

Å Launch MAT demonstration programs

Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Reduction 

Activities (CARA)



Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT)

The applicant must demonstrate that the drug court for 

which funds are being sought will not deny any eligible 

client access to the program because of their use of the 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)-approved medications 

for the treatment of substance use disorders. 

Grant Requirement

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ .W!Ωǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ a!¢Σ ǾƛǎƛǘΥ https://www.bja.gov/Funding/adc-faq-
medication-assisted-treatment.pdf

https://www.bja.gov/Funding/adc-faq-medication-assisted-treatment.pdf


Medical Marijuana

Award recipients are prohibited from using federal funds to 

support programs or activities that violate the Controlled 

Substances Act, 21 U.S.C. § 801, et seq. Programs or 

activities funded under a BJA adult drug court award must 

ensure that drug court participants are tested periodically for 

the use of controlled substances, including medical 

marijuana. See 34 U.S.C. § 10611, et seq.

Grant Requirement



Violent Offenders Prohibition
Under the ADC Program authorization, BJA funds under this program may not be 

used to serve persons who are ñviolent offenders.ò (34 U.S.C. § 10613). This 

prohibition applies only to programs or activities that are funded by the BJA grant 

award, including match funds contributed by the grantees. Grantees that decide 

to use both BJA ADC Program and other funds for a program must be able 

to track these expenses to ensure the separation of funds, and they must 

maintain documentation that they can show to an auditor if necessary. 

Note: Applicants can serve veterans charged with violent or nonviolent offenses 

using veterans treatment court funds under Type B. 

Grant Requirement

https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/34/10613


Violent Offender - 34 U.S.C. Ä10613(a)

ña person who 

(1) is charged with or convicted of an offense that is punishable by a term of 

imprisonment exceeding one year, during the course of which offense or conduct: 

(A) the person carried, possessed, or used a firearm or dangerous weapon; 

(B) there occurred the death of or serious bodily injury to any person; or 

(C) there occurred the use of force against the person of another, without regard to 

whether any of the circumstances described in subparagraph (A) or (B) is an 

element of the offense or conduct of which or for which the person is charged 

or convicted; or 

(2) has 1 or more prior convictions for a felony crime of violence involving the use or 

attempted use of force against a person with the intent to cause death or serious 

bodily harm.ò

Grant Requirement



Effective Drug 

Courts 

Reduce Recidivism and Substance Abuse

among High Risk Participants through

1. Referrals based on validated assessments

2. Early, continuous, and intense treatment

3. Close judicial supervision and involvement

4. Mandatory and random drug testing

5. Community supervision

6. Equitable, consistent, and appropriate 

incentives and sanctions

7. Community reintegration and recovery 

support



What is a 

Drug 

Court?

Court program, 

Managed by a multidisciplinary team

Responds to the offenses and treatment needs of 
participants who are diagnosed with substance 
abuse

Explicit exclusion against drug offenders who 
have committed acts of violence.



Review all section of the application

1. Application for Federal Assistance (SF-424) 
(required)

2. Proposal Abstract (required; including 
affirmation of evidence-based program 
features and total budget amount) 

3. Proposal Narrative (required)

4. Budget Detail Worksheet and Budget 
Narrative (required)

5. Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (if applicable)

6. Tribal Authorizing Resolution (if 
applicable

7. Financial Management and System of 
Internal Controls Questionnaire 

8. Disclosure of Lobbying Activities (SF-LLL) 

9. Additional Attachments 

Application


